Knowledge Base No. 7527

[How To] Disable Windows Update Manually

MSI suggests keeping the system up-to-date as the latest Windows builds include
security and feature updates to provide a better experience for the users.

However, under certain conditions, some Windows Updates have to be stopped. This
article will demonstrate on how to disable automatic updates in Windows and allow
the system to stay at current driver and component versions. These updates can still

be manually enabled when necessary.

Refer to the following methods to disable Windows Update.

Disable Automatic Windows Updates in MSI Center/MSI| Center Pro
Disable Automatic Windows Updates in System Settings

Disable Automatic Updates with Registry

Disable Automatic Updates Permanently with Group Policy (For Windows 11 Pro
only)

Note: The settings and instructions shown in this guide are only short-term solutions for

users who encounter issues after specific Windows Updates until the fix is released.
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l. Disable Automatic Windows Update in MSI Center/MSI Center Pro

® In MSI Center > Setting, disable “Always Update” to temporarily stop Windows

updates.
MSI Center - X
Hardware Monitoring Features Support EB 553 ‘
Settings
Color : | DarkMode [H| Light Mode

Language  English

e Start MSI Center automatically when system starts

c’ Always Update

@D 51 SDK Update Remind

Software-Update [ F e

Version 1.0.50.0
Copyright © 2020 Micro-Star INT'L CO., LTD. All Rights Reserved

Privacy Policy | Terms of Use | MSI Official website | Open Source License

‘) Allow MSI to collect, process, and use your product information in order to improve your user experience.

® In MSI Center Pro > Setting > About, switch “Update setting” to Off to disable
Windows Updates.

MSI Center

About m Start MSI Center Pro automatically when system starts

B |  wsisDK Update Remind

Common SDK Version 3.2022.0302.01
NB SDK Version 1.0.2203.0201
| @ MSI Center Pro Version 2.0.29.0

Copyright © 2019 Micro-Star INT'L CO., LTD.
All Rights Reserved

Terms of Use | Privacy Policy | Open Source License

Data collection : ON \!Update setting I
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Il. Disable Automatic Windows Update in System Settings

1. Open Windows Settings, then go to Windows Update.
2. To pause the updates, select the prefered week duration in Pause Updates. They
can be paused for up to a maximum of five weeks.

< Settings

Q Windows Update

Local Account
m You're up to date
u Last checked: Today, 1:25 AM Check for updates

Find a setting 2

& System
More options

0 Bluetooth & devices

. 00 Pause updates Pause for 1 week
¥ Network & internet

Pause for 2 weeks
#  Personalization

@ Update history Pause for 3 weeks

B Apps

o Pause for 4 weeks
« Accounts & Advanced options Pause for 5 weeks

B Delivery optimization, optional updates, active hours, other update settings
¥ Time & language
® Gaming @ Windows Insider Prcgram ) 5
Get preview builds of Windows to share feedback on new features and updates

X Accessibility
& Privacy & security & Get help

= o
@® Windows Update A& Give feedback

3. To resume the updates at any time within the paused period, just click on the
Resume Updates button.

& Settings

Qs Windows Update

Local Account

ind & sotting m Updates paused until 7/11/2022
Find a setting el N 3
R 1 Your device won't be up to date until updates resume Resume updates

B System
More options

) Bluetooth & devices

00 Pause updates Extend for 1 week v
¥ Network & internet
/' Personalization

@ Update history >
& Apps
« Accounts -B@ Advanced options N

Delivery optimization, optional updates, active hours, other update settings
¥ Time & language

$ Gaming @ Windows Insider Program N

Get preview builds of Windows to share feedback on new features and updates
K Accessibility
J  Privacy & security & Get help

= =
| ® Windows Update & Give feedback
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lll. Disable Auto Updates with Registry

1. Click on Start, then search for “regedit” to open the Registry Editor.
2. Navigate to the following:

HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\SOFTWARE\Policies\Microsoft\Windows
3. Right-click on the Windows folder, select New > Key.

ﬁ’ Reaqistry Editor
File Edit View Favorites Help

Computer\H KEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\SOFTWARE\POIicies\Microsof‘t\WindowsI
OEM Name Type Data
Open55H ab) (Default) REG_SZ (value not set)
Partner
v Palicies
v Microsoft
; Cryptography
PeerDist
Peernet
SystemCertificates
TPM
[~ Windows |
Appx Collapse
G N Mimc
Curren A
DataCi Find... String Value
Enhant Delete Binary Value
IPSec Rename DWORD (32-bit) Value
Netwa QWORD (64-bit) Value
Netwo Export e
L Multi-String Value
Netwo Permissions...
safer Expandable String Value
Setting Copy Key Name
Systerr Go to HKEY_CURRENT_USER
TenantRestrictions
WemSve
v Windows Update
AU
WindowsUpdate

4. Name the folder as “WindowsUpdate”, then press Enter.
5. Create a new submenu under WindowsUpdate and name it “AU”.

safer
SettingSync
System
TenantRestrictions
WemSve

I-- WindowsUpdate |
Workplaceloin

WsDAPI

Windows Advanced Find...

Windows Defender Shilgl il

Windows NT Delete Binary Value
Portrait Displays Rename DWORD (32-bit) Value
Realtek oot QWORD (64-bit) Value
RegisteredApplications P o Multi-String Value
RivetMetworks Permissions...

. Expandable String Value
SteelSeries Cony Key Name
SteelSeries ApS sl
Symantec I
SyncintegrationClients
WinRAR
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6. Right-click on AU > New > DWORD (32-bit) Value.

w Windows

Appx
BITS
CurrentVersion
DataCollection
EnhancedStorageDevices
IPSec
Network Connections
Net
Nt
safe New Key
Setl Find.. String Value
iyﬂ Delete Binary Value
Wir E QWORD (64-bit) Value
Wol . Multi-String Value
Permissions...
WS Expandable String Value
v L Win Copy Key Name
[
Windows Advanced Threat Protect

Windows Defender

7. Name it as “NoAutoUpdate” and press Enter.

ﬁ Reqistry Editor
File Edit View Favorites Help
Computer\HKEY_LOCAL_ MACHINE\SOFTWARE\Policies\Microsoft\Windows\WindowsUpdate\AU

BITS Name Type Data
CurrentVersion ab) (Default) REG_SZ (value not set)
DataCollection REG_DWORD 000000000 (0)
EnhancedStorageDevices
IPSec
Network Connections
NetworkConnectivityStatusindicator
MNetworkProvider
safer
SettingSync
System
TenantRestrictions
> WemSve
v WindowsUpdate
Workplaceloin
WSDAPI
Windows Advanced Threat Protection
Windows Defender
Windows NT

8. Double-click on it and change the value from 0 to 1.
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-

File Edit View Favorites Help
Computer\HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\SOFTWARE\Policies\Microsoft\Windows\Windows Update\AU

~ Microsoft Name Type Data
Cryptography ab|(Default) REG_SZ (value not set)
PeerDist #8NoAutoUpdate  REG DWORD 0x00000000 (0)

Peernet | |
SystemCertificates Edit DWORD (32-bit) Value X
TPM
v = Windows Value name:
AppX NoAutoUpdate
BITS
CurrentVersion Value data: Base
DataCollection I'I| l © Hexadecimal
EnhancedStorageDev| (") Decimal
IPSec
Network Connections |T Cancel
NetworkConnectivityS -
NetworkProvider |
safer
SettingSync
System
TenantRestrictions
WemSve
WindowsUpdate
Workplaceloin
> WSDAPI
~ . Windows Update
e (1]
Windows Advanced Threat Protect
Windows Defender

9. Click on Ok, then restart the device.
10.To resume Windows Updates, repeat steps 1 and 2, then delete the
WindowsUpdate key. Restart to apply changes.

w Windows
Appx
BITS
CurrentVersion
DataCollection
EnhancedStorageDevices
IPSec
Net Collapse
Nety MNew >
MNet 3
Find...
safe
Sysh Rename
Tenz
Wen Export
: Wini Permissions...
-2 Wor
. WSL Copy Key Name
| ~ __ Windows Update | [
Bl AU
Windows Advanced Threat Protect
Windows Defender
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IV. Disable Automatic Updates Permanently with Group Policy (for

Windows 11 Pro only)

1. Click on Start, then search for “gpedit.msc” to open Local Group Policy Editor.

' Local Group Policy Editor - ] X
File Action View Help
e« @ = HE 7
Local Computer Policy _ Windows Components
~ | Computer Configuration | ) )
T Software Settings Select an item to view its description.  Setting
Windows Settings ActiveX Installer Service
VI | Administrative Temp\atesl | Add features to Windows 10
Control Panel | App Package Deployment
Network App Privacy
Printers App runtime
Server | Application Compatibility
Start Menu and Taskbar | AutoPlay Policies
System | Biometrics
I—MMI BitLocker Drive Encryption
-4 All Settings Camera
- 4% User Configuration | Chat
Software Settings | Cloud Content
l Wmc_m.ws Se?ttings Connect
| Administrative Templates Credential User Interface
| Data Collection and Preview Builds
| Delivery Optimization
Desktop Gadgets
Puaclbar Windeu: Mananar

\ Extended \ Standard /

2. Navigate to: Computer Configuration > Administrative Templates >Windows

Components >Windows Update >Manage end user experience.
! Local Group Policy Editor — [m] X

File Action View Help
a«sp 75 = HE T

| Windows Customer Experience Imj | Manage end user experience
Windows Defender SmartScreen
| Windows Error Reporting

Select an item to view its description.  Setting

Windows Game Recording and Brc | Turn off auto-restart for updates during

| Windows Hello for Business i-| Specify active hours range for auto-resta
Windows Ink Workspace iz, Allow updates to be downloaded autom:
Windows Installer i=| Always automatically restart at the sched
Windows Logon Options IZ_ Configure Automatic Updates]
Windows Media Digital Rights Ma i| Specify deadlines for automatic updates
Windows Media Player i=| Remove access to "Pause updates” featur
Windows Messenger i-| Remove access to use all Windows Updat
Windows Mobility Center =] Update Power Policy for Cart Restarts

Windows PowerShell
| Windows Reliability Analysis
Windows Remote Management (W
| Windows Remote Shell
Windows Sandbox
| Windows Security
:
| Legacy Policies
|__| Manage end user experience |
| Manage updates offered from I
——————————— \ Extended *\ Standard /
10 setting(s)

=] Display options for update notifications
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3. Double-click on Configure Automatic Updates, then select “Disabled”.

& Configure Automatic Updates (W] X

P e - .
E Configure Automatic Updates Previous Setting Next Setting

) Not Configured Comment:

Enabled

Supported on: Windows XP Professional Service Pack 1 or At least Windows 2000 Service Pack 3

Option 7 only supported on servers of at least Windows Server 2016 edition
Options: Help:

Configure automatic updating: Specifies whether this computer will receive security updates and
other important downloads through the Windows automatic
updating service.

The following settings are only required and applical

Note: This policy does not apply to Windows RT.
4 is selected.

This setting lets you specify whether automatic updates are
enabled on this computer. If the service is enabled, you must

Scheduled install day select one of the four options in the Group Policy Setting:
Scheduled install time: 2 = Notify before downloading and installing any updates.
If you have selected "4 - Auto download and sched When Windows finds updates that apply to this computer,
the install” for your scheduled install day and specifi users will be notified that updates are ready to be downloaded.
schedule, you alsc have the option to limit updating After going to Windows Update, users can download and install
weekly, bi-weekly or monthly cccurrence, using the any available updates

options below:
3 = (Default setting) Download the updates automatically
and notify when they are ready to be installed

| OK | Cancel Apply

%

4. Apply the changes and click on OK to close the window.
5. To resume the updates at any time, just click on the Check for updates button in
Windows Update.

< Settings

Q s Windows Update

Local Account
Find a setting o thdatgs paused until 7/11/?022 " o
& 1 ‘our device won't be up to date until updates resume esume updates

B System
More options

) Bluetooth & devices

00 Pause updates Extend for 1week v
¥ Network & internet
#  Personalization
@ Update history >
B Apps
@ Accounts & Advanced options 5
8 Delivery optimization, optional updates, active hours, other update gs
¥ Time & language
“ Gaming @ Windows Insider Program >
Get preview builds /indows to share feedback on new features
K Accessibility
) Privacy & security a Get help

o 5
| ® Windows Update a~ Give feedback
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